From: ANNE ROBINSON

To: DCJUS01 .DCISPOL . LAND-TOM
Date: 04/10/97 2:14pm
Subject: halon import

Tom: I have an import of a fire suppression system for Boeing. It comes
equipped with three containers of halon 1301 {60, 92 and 105 1lbs). These are
being imported from Israel. Any problem with the import? The bottles are
simply hooked into the system, and used as needed by the system. (hopefully
never). perhaps I can talk te you on the conference call?? thanks, anne



JFrom:i v TOM LAND-

pos o 0 RLOSEAL.AIR. RDBINSON ANNE
S ipates o 1. 04/18/97 9:llam. - :
'H;gsubject.u.giflmports of . Halon chlnders

ezﬁAnne°3 I'm very, sorry I haven't gotten back to you faster but 1t's not because-
I'm: 1gnor1ng youl +In fact, you have. asked one of the’ 1ncred1b1y interesting

”fﬁquestlons I1've: rece*ved recently.. - Sue Stendebach and I are still’ dlscu551ng'

crand’ trying. to clearly define wiiether your’ halon: cyllndere are' "products“ or. .’
Svbulks shlpments" It all: revolves around: the statemeniz in ‘the- reg.’ in.82:3.

“JH under the deflnltlon of controlled substance "If a listed substance or

-c,_mlxture ‘must £irst’ be transferred £rom a bulk containex or: another ccntaiher,
S wessel,: or piéce of equlpmeqt in order to reallze 1ts 1ntended use, the: lzsted
_substance or mlxture 15 a controlled subetance : ; :

;:The follcw;ng ig my flrst 1mp1e551on, but ‘I w111 get back to you w1th a flnal ?”

']say so.; .. Clealy,  hand-held fire extlngulshers are “prcducts" because the - .0 oo
halon is dlrectly dlscharged from the unit and: doesn't need to be transferred . ..

to'a’"piece of: equlpment inorder’ to’ reallze its: 1ntended use.”' In contrast

" eylinders of halon that are connected to a. larger fire suppression systew are

s not'"products" berause: they musc be attached to some: oLher ‘appratus to be. _
;dlscharged “Thus, 1mports of: halon cyllndere ‘uged in fire. suppre551on sgstems=:_

Care!’ imports. of'"bulx substances. " . Imports of: "bulk shipments™ of halon are .
‘banned, ‘unless the material was prev1ously used., "If the halom. cyllnders were-”'

" attached to & flre suppression system in-Isr el “or gome!other country;

- would con51der ‘the' halon previously used. The person who wants' to brlng them
o the U.S: must file:a petition to import. the used ¢lass I cortrolled :

L ‘substance and tell us the exact name,_addreSb,_contact person,_telephone

Q“ﬁnumber and fax number of the’ faC¢11ty frcm Wthh the halon was “recovered "

i STENDEBALH SUE i e




From: TOM I.AND

To: RTPMAINHUB:RlOHUB:RlDSEAl.AIR(ROBINSON—ANNE}
Date: 04/24/97 10:25am
Subject: Imports of fHialon cylinders -Reply -Reply

anne - it's fine that you 1et this one go but I'm soryy that De@bie answered a
604/606 question. it ig possible to get two completely contradictory answers
from SPD and recently we had a company "shopping around" calling different

people until they got the answer they wanted. Anyway, a hgnd-held
extinguisher has all the parts to be immediately used and @1spense the halon,
so is a product. A cylinder can't digpense the halon on irs own and MUST be

attached to the pressure valve and nozzle to be dispensed, SO is considgred a
bulk substance. as i said, + will continue to confirm this interpretation and
will pass it by management here. thanks .

»>> ANNE ROBINSON 04/21/97 04:318pm >>>

Tom: the first answer 1 rec'd, I think it was from Debbie (?), not sure, was
that as a product, the gylinders were allowed in. With that in hand, and the
fact that the piece of equipment was already in New York, or on its way to
Boeing, I told them what 1 “ad learned. The halon is contained in three
cylinders located in three locations of the plane. The system is then
installed, with whatever piping, and attached to the three cylinders. If an
alarm is sensed , the machine pulls the halon out of the appropriate tamk to
extinguish the fire. There is no transfer of substance from a bulk container
nor isg there any wmore napparatus" than the pressure valves and nozzle
associated with a hand held piece of eguipment. I did explain to him that any
recharge of the system would be an entirely different story, as then they
would be getting new tanks o refilling the tanks E£rom bulk. Please look into
this some more. I am not sure I understand the thinking behind a
differentiation between hand-held and large systems. Thanks, and keep the
info coming. The system is svidently now at Boeing and is probably being
installed. Let me know what to do. Thanks, anune

>»> TOM LAND 04/18/97 06:llam >>>

Anne: I'm very sorry I haven't gotten back to you faster but it's not because
I'm ignoring you! In fact, you have asked one of the incredibly interesting
questions I've received racently. Sue Stendebach and I are still discussing
and trying to clearly define whether your halon cylinders are "products” or
tpulk shipments". It alil revolves around the statement in the reg. in 82.3
under the definition of sontrolied substance, "If & listed substance or
mixture must £irst be transferred- from a bulk container or another container,
vessel, or pisce of equipment in order to realize its intended use, the listed
substance or mixture is a concroclled substaunce.”

The following is my first impression, but I will get back to you with a £inal

gay-so. Clealy, hand-held fire extinguishers are 1products" because the
halon is directly discharged firom the unit and doesn't need to be transferred
to a "piece of equipment in order to realize its intended use." In contrast

cylinders of aalon that are connected to a larger fire suppression system are
not "products' because they musc be attached to some other appratus to be
discharged. Thus, imports of halon cylinders used in fire suppression systems
are imports of "bulik substaaces.” Impoxts of "bulk shipments" of halon are
banned, unless the mater-.al was previously used. If the halon cylinders were
attached to a fire suppression system in Iswael, or some cother country, we
would consider the halon previously used. 'he psrson who wants to bring them
to the U.S. must file a petition to import the used class I controlled
substance and tell us the exact name, address, contact person, telephone
number and fax number of the fapiiity £rom which the halon was "recovered."



